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                 Volunteer divers from Virginia Mason Hyperbaric Unit repair  
                                                                                                                       extensive underwater damage caused by prop wash at 14th Ave NW 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers from the Virginia Mason Hyperbaric unit remove trash, 
plant native species at 14th Ave NW Boat Ramp. 
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Virginia Mason Volunteers 
Improve 14th Ave NW  
 Volunteers from the Virginia 
Mason Hyperbaric Unit donated the first 
Sunday in April to clean up and improve 
the 14th Ave NW boat ramp and kick off 
their adoption of the often overlooked, and 
even unappreciated 14th Ave boat ramp in 
Ballard. 
 Many frequent users have since 
commented to the Boat Ramp Supervisor 
over the improved appearance of the site, 
commenting especially on the removal of 
unsightly, overgrown blackberry, rose and 
sticker bushes and their replacement with 
native species plantings, a foot path from the parking lot to the dock, and a good 

general clean-up. 
 But the most valuable work that 
was done by the Virginia Mason 
Volunteers is invisible to the naked eye. 
Volunteer divers performed extensive, 
difficult, and tedious maintenance on the 
underwater portions of the ramp.  Most 
significantly, the divers managed to 
backfill the hole dug at the end of the ramp 
by prop-wash created during power 
loading of boats at the site.  The 
underwater damage at the site was much 
worse than previously suspected, and the 
timely maintenance probably prevented the 
ramp itself from being undermined and 
potentially compromising the ramp itself. 

2003 ANNUAL BOAT LAUNCH PERMITS ON SALE NOW 
Save time and money with a Seattle Parks Annual Boat Launch Permit $80 Annual Day-Use 
Permit grants unlimited launches at all Seattle Boat Ramps, year-round. $110 Overnight Permit 
allows  unlimited  launches  and  up  to  4  nights parking with each launch.  Call  (206) 684-
7249 and ask to receive an application by mail, or pay by phone with a credit card. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

July 4th Parking Restrictions at Don 
Armeni 
 Half of the Don Armeni parking 
lot will be closed all day on July 4 to 
facilitate Police staging for the annual 
fireworks display on Elliott Bay.  Trucks 
with trailers should not park in any of the 
spaces north and west of the yellow fee 
machine (the half of the lot closer to the 
entrance).  Vehicles which are parked in 
the area reserved for staging may be 
towed 
Magnuson Rangers work special 
extended hours on July 4th 
 On July 4th Rangers will be on 
duty at Magnuson until midnight to direct 
traffic returning from the Lake Union 
fireworks display. 

Lake Union Clean Up 
 On Saturday June 28, hundreds of 
volunteers from several organizations,
coordinated by the Puget Soundkeepers 
Alliance, and in cooperation with King 
County and the City of Seattle will 
descend on Lake Union to conduct an 
extensive all-day cleanup on both the 
lake itself and along the entire shoreline. 
The event will be positive, fun, and 
family-friendly.  For information on 
volunteer opportunities call Dan Iverson 
at 684-7249. 

BOATING ON THE WEB 
Seattle Parks & Recreation   http://www.cityofseattle.net/parks/boats/index.htm 
Washington State Boat Ramps list by County http://boat.iac.wa.gov 
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife  http://www.wa.gov/wdfw 
Washington State Parks Boating Information  http://www.parks.wa.gov/moorage/default.aspUnited  
State Power Squadron District 16 http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16

Sunnyside Maintenance  
 Many boaters have noticed and 
commented on the condition of the Sunnyside 
Boat Ramp where the paved ramp ends. 
Frequent power loading by commercial and 
private users of the ramp has resulted in an 
abrupt drop-off at the edge of the paved ramp, 
and large pile of gravel farther out, which 
some larger boats have “bumped” up against. 

Permits have been obtained for 
maintenance work to correct the damage.    In 
October, after the Lake level is lowered, 
heavy equipment crews from the Parks 
Department will close the ramp temporarily; 
stringing a silt curtain around the worksite, 
and pulling sediment back from the artificial 
sandbar that has been created and restoring it 
to its original location.  
 The problem will reoccur, however, 
unless the practice of power loading at this 
and other ramps stops.  The cumulative effect 
is enormous.  If enough gravel is moved, the 
foundation of the ramp itself could be 
compromised, leading to cracking, and even 
collapse of some part of the ramp as the 
underlying gravel is washed away.  Power 
loading is a method of driving a boat up onto 
a trailer, using the boat’s engine to force the 
boat into position rather than using the 
trailer’s winch.    Most users are unaware of 
the damage this practice causes, and need to 
be educated about the effects of the practice. 
 

BOATER RESOURCE LIST 
All Emergencies.................................................  911       Washington Sate Department of Fisheries 
Seattle Police Harbor Patrol                      684-4071        Saltwater fish and shellfish                    753-6600 
Seattle Parks & Recreation                       684-4075       Washington State Department of Wildlife 
             Boat Ramp Supervisor                  684-7249        Freshwater fish                                    779-1311 
                     (email):      dan.iverson@ci.seattle.wa.us      Puget Sound Water Quality Authority:  1-800-54-SOUND 
             Fax                684-4853      US Coast Guard/24-hour Emergency          286-5400 
Boating Safety classes in this area 1-800-336-BOAT    United States Power Squadron      1-888-FOR-USPS 


